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The Christians were probably better off as dhimmis under

Muslim Arab rulers than they had been under the Byzantine
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They (non-Muslims) were allowed the jurisdiction of their
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own canon laws as administered by the respective heads of
their religious communities. This state of partial autonomy,
recognized later by the Sultans of Turkey, has been retained

by the Arab successor states.()
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All non-Moslems being allowed autonomy under thier own
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Syria as a whole remained largely Christian until the third
Moslem century.... In fact the Lebanon remained Christian in

faith and Syriac in speech for centuries after the conquest.
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(1) Hitti, History of the Arabs, p. 170.
(2) Hitti, History of the Arabs, p. 225.
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